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How to use this book

This books provides ready to use, practical, photocopiable activity pages for children,
plus a wealth of ideas for extension and development.
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Introduction

A frequent claim made by educators is that the
purpose of education is to educate the whole child,
catering for the child’s spiritual, moral, social,
emotional, aesthetic and intellectual development.
The reality in many primary schools, however, is
somewhat different. Children’s spiritual
development is frequently given a low priority,
according to recent research!.

Itis easy to understand why this might be. There are
enormous burdens on the already hard-pressed
teacher. As well as this, REisa subject about which
many feel uncertain, anxious or insecure. Research
suggests that many feel they have insufficient
personal knowledge!, especially if they do not
espouse any particular faith themselves. Another
concern is that too little training is given and that
there is a lack of good resources which are easily
accessible and usable in the primary classroom.
Special Places is designed to help address

this latter concern.

Over thelast few years there have been many serious

attempts to ‘map out’ more systematically what it is

believed RE teaching in schools should involve. The

view that has emerged is that RE teaching should

include:

a)a ’knowledge’ component relating to important
facts, information and concepts.

b)an “experience’ component helping children to
reflect onand respond to, their experiences so that
knowledgecanlead to understandingand insight.

Recent syllabus recommendations? have focused
upon two key Attainment Targets:

® Learning About Religion

® Learning From Religion.

QCA suggest that skills and processes should

include investigation, interpretation, reflection,
empathy, evaluation, analysis, synthesis, application
and expressionand thatattitudesdeveloped through
RE should include commitment, fairness, respect,
self-understanding and enquiry. Special Places sets
outtoincorporate these suggestionsas faras possible.

In Special Places, children will develop their
understanding through thinking about places which
are special to them and the local and world
community. They will learn about pilgrimages to
special placesand some importantreligious journeys.
They will learn about world religions by focusing on
faith community buildings. Wherever possible the
resources should accompany visits to places of
worship, reinforcing what they have learned about
the way buildings, artefacts and symbols play a part
in the worship, rituals and ceremonies. The Special
Places resources will help fulfil the broadly accepted
aim of religious education emphasised in the QCA
document: ‘Pupils should be helped to acquire and
develop knowledge and understanding of
Christianity and other principal religions represented
in Great Britain.”

Special Places resources provide accessible, flexible
and immediate support for RE teaching. The units
include essential background information, as well as
ample opportunities for extending and developing
the themes. Each unit may be treated as a single
lesson, teachers taking from it only what is
appropriate, although potentially each could be
extended.

The resources include a wide range of stimulating
and relevant photocopiable activities capable of being
used acrossa wideageand ability range. The teaching
notes generally include starting points for
introducing main ideas and further ideas for
extension and follow-up.
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What would we be?

e Work with a partner. Each of you should answer the
questions without talking about them.
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If | were a colour, | would be
If you were a colour, you would be

If | were something to eat, | would be
If you were something to eat, you would be

If | were an animal, | would be
If you were an animal, you would be

If I were a drink, | would be
If you were a drink, you would be

If I were a musical instrument, | would be
If you were a musical instrument, you would be

If I were a flower, | would be
If you were a flower, you would be

If I were a building, | would be
If you were a building, you would be

W e Compare your answers. Talk about your reasons.
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Our 'secret' club

e Write in the boxes and spaces the details of your secret club.

Club name

Password

Club members

@ Membership Rules
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