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How to use this book

This book provides ready to use, practical, photocopiable activity pages for children,
plus a wealth of ideas for extension and development.

TEACHER IDEAS PAGE

PHOTOCOPIABLE ACTIVITY PAGE
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Developments

» Discuss what Easter meons 10 the Chikiren. ond why Easter.
1hough Celebrating Jesus's Jeath, § Oiso a joyful occason.

= Research ond record "Easter Traditions oround the Workd'

This could be mace Nto a ckiss dsplay.

Investigate the symbolam of eggs ot Easter. Chiren
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Activity sheet

» After hearing the story of
Holy Week of researching
1 thermsetves in the Bie,
the chidren couk match
the pictures 10 the
coptions. in order 10
Clarify the events. and
then place the pictures in
chronologicol order

.

- deconote hard-boied eggs.

- orgonise 0 class egg hunt oround the
school grounds and afferwords mark on
0 pian where the 6Qgs were located.

- desgn ond moke Easter cards using
other religious symbois
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Holy Week

e Label the events of Holy Week.
e Put the pictures in the correct order of events.
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Extension activities
suggested to take the

work further.

Independent activities for
children to work with.
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Introduction

Many educators feel that the purpose of education is
to educate the whole child, catering for the child’s
spiritual, moral, social, emotional, aesthetic and
intellectual development. The reality in many
primary schools, however, is somewhat different.
Children’sspiritualdevelopment is frequently given
a low priority, according to recent research! .

It is easy to understand why this might be. Thereare
enormous burdens on the already hard-pressed
teacher. As well as this, RE is a subject about which
many feel uncertain, anxious or insecure. Research!
suggests that many feel they have insufficient
personal knowledge, especially if they donot espouse
any particular faith themselves. Another concern is
that too little training is given and that there is a lack
of good resources which are easily accessible and
useable in the primary classroom. Special Times

is designed to help address this latter concern.

Overthelast few years there have been many serious
attempts to ‘map out’ more systematically what it is
believed RE teaching in schools should involve. The
view that has emerged is that RE teaching should
include:

® a ‘’knowledge’ component relating to important
facts, information and concepts;

® an ‘experience’ component helping children to
reflect onand respond to, their experiences so that
knowledge canlead to understanding and insight.

Recent syllabus recommendations have focused
upon two key Attainment Targets:

- Learning About Religion

- Learning From Religion.

QCA suggests that skills and processes should
include investigation, interpretation, reflection,
empathy, evaluation, analysis, synthesis, application
and expression, and that attitudes developed
through RE should include commitment, fairness,
respect, self-understanding and enquiry. Special
Times sets out to incorporate these suggestions as far
as possible.

In Special Times children will learn about the major
world religions through festivals, celebrations and
through their own personal experiences. The
experiences they encounter through working on
units from Special Times will encourage them to
reflect, ask questions of meaning, develop values
and commitmentsand fosteragreaterunderstanding
of themselves, each other and the world in which
they live.

Special Times resources provide accessible, flexible
and immediate support for RE teaching. The units
include essential background information, as well
asampleopportunities for extending and developing
the themes. Each unit may be treated as a single
lesson, teachers taking from it only what is
appropriate, although potentially each could be
extended.

The resources include a wide range of stimulating
andrelevant photocopiableactivities capableof being
used acrossa wideageand ability range. The teaching
notes generally include starting points for
introducing main ideas and further ideas for
extension and follow-up.
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Memories

Name

e Draw and write to complete your memory bank.

7 N7 I

D Zh 7

The earliest thing | can remember is The happiest time | can remember is

A AN Vs

The most exciting time | can remember One thing | enjoyed doing when | was
s younger was
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When | was a baby

e Do some research. Put these pictures in the correct order
to show how you developed in your mother’s womb. Write
a sentence to go with each one.

ro-

Size: 2.5cm Size: 12cm

Size: 33cm Size: 1.5cm

Size: 50cm Size: 13cm

ﬁva:w;é e Read the poem below. Talk about it and write a second
verse about your entry into the world:

I was in a world of my own - a dark, safe, cosy world.
| felt secure hearing my mother’s regular heartbeat.
| wanted to stay, but | knew my time was coming.
| knew there was a bigger world waiting for me.
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_First day at school

R G 1 | N | LD T
START The secretary Your new
First day welcomes you. teacher smiles
at new Move forward alot. Throw
school. 2 spaces. again.
No-one sits
Theres a You feel a next to you.
nice assembly bit worried. Miss a go.
Move forward Miss a go.
2 spaces. >
You wish 2
You fall You can relax now. you were at
over. Miss You have got through| | your old school
a go. — your first doy! Go back
S 2 spaces.
It's nearly E
home time. ‘m = A n B
You get Throw aggain. &\@Wfa@ L B
bullied. Go o) )
back 2 spaces.
m.oimo:o @w You get lost.
invites you ) Go back
to tea. Have 0 bac
another go. &= \V 2 spaces.
You dont o You enjoy Someone plays
like school | 7ol g’ art: with you.
dinners. Miss %ﬁ\%& throw again. Mowe 3 spaces
a go. @ forward.
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