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Teachers’ notes

AstheBible is the cornerstone of Christianity it is important
that children learn about it in an educationally sound way.
Many teachers feel diffident about teaching RE
because of:

o their own lack of knowledge

¢ theirpersonal commitmentto a set of religious beliefs

o the lack of flexible, accessible classroom resources.

Whilst the activities are clearly based on the
Bible, they are primarily educational resources. The
material is presented in a non-proselytising way and no
particular religious commitment is required or expected
of the teacher. Activities focus on:
o the content of the Bible (the characters, stories and
and events)
o the context of the Bible (the social, historical and
geographical setting)
¢ knowledge about the book itself (its origins, style
composition and themes).

The activities may be used solely for RE lessons, with
potential for follow-up work. Alternatively, they may be
the starting point for extended topics involving
cross-curricular work.
The book includes a wide variety of stimulating:

¢ writing and discussion activities

¢ ideas for making simple masks, models,

finger puppets
e quizzes and games.

Children are challenged to think about the underlying
principles and meanings of stories and events. Wherever
possible, children are encouraged to relate the activities
to their own lives.

Many ofthe activities are based specifically on passages
and stories fromthe Bible. The Good News versionofthe
Bible has been used for simplicity. Where appropriate,
Bible references are provided so that the activity may be
contextualised. The teacher could read the relevant
passage for background information. They may choose
to re-tell the material in their own words, or adapt the
passage to suit the children’s needs. With younger
children, the former approach is particularly effective.

Notes for individual sheets

Learning about the Bible (pages 5-7).

These activities explain a little about the nature of the
Bible. Children learn that Christians believe it is God’s
word and a code to live by. They also discover that the
Bible is a combination of sixty-six books.

Life in Jesus’ time (pages 8-12).

This section contextualises the Bible by focusing on
some aspects of everyday life. The sheets on Homes,
Work, Clothes, and Some Bible animals all ask the
children to compare and question their own experiences
with those of a different culture and historical period.
These sheets may also help develop a conceptofthe past
and complement work being done in History.

Rules (page 13).

This sheetdeals withthe Ten Commandments. Introduce
this subject by talking about things we are, and are not
allowed to do at home or at school, and why these rules
are necessary. An example of a set of rules is those on
Road Safety. These are easily explained to children.

Poetry and Wisdom (pages 14-19).

The Psalms and The Book of Proverbs provide some
examples of poetry. Even at a young age children can
appreciate, understand and talk about the beauty of the
23rd Psalm. It may be possible to compare the modern
version with that in the King James’ Bible.

The sheet of proverbs includes a few simple sayings.
Children may be able to share some other well-known
proverbs or sayings with the rest of the class.

A Bible Alphabet (pages 16-19).

This alphabet covers many characters and topics from
the Bible. The sheets may be used in a variety of ways.
They may be looked at and discussed as a whole. Return
to different aspects of the topics as they arise throughout
the year. Another idea is to take each sheet separately
and deal with them over the course of four RE lessons.
Letters may be considered one at a time, the illustrations
coloured and discussed in more depth. They could be
used to accompany and reinforce phonic work in

English classes.
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The Bible is like a letter

e Do you like receiving lefters, notes and cards? Why?&>
e Why do people write to each other? 7 '

(o Write your name and address on this envelope. ’

The Bible is like

Christians believe

what God wants to say.

it tells them

a lefter from God.

E*k(a Write a letter to a grown up. Tell them what you have

learnt about the Bible.
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The Bible is like a library

e What sort of things would you find in each of these books?
e Match the sentences with the pictures.

It helps me 1o find out | can read stories in It tells me about the
what words mean. this book. the past.
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It tells me how to It tells me where | can read poems in
to cook. places are. this book.
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A bible is like a library. It contains sixty-six different books.

e Look in a Bible and
find the different books.
Did you count all sixty-six?
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e Make a list of other sorts of
lighting.

Christians believe the Bible
is like alamp. [t shows
them the right way to go.

e Cut out the pieces of the jigsaw. Put them together.
What have you made?
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Clothes

e Paste the figure on to card.
e Cuft it out.

e Colour in the different sets of clothes.
e Cut them out.

e Fold along the dotted lines.
e Try them on the figure.
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